Contemporary Russia is considered one of the most multiethnic countries in the world. Consequently, questions such as "how to recognize ethnicity?" can give rise to serious problems. The Russian census is the focus of this discussion. When the fi rst All-Russian Census was conducted in 2002, a number of groups demanded that their ethnicity be recognized.
a way for the central government to suppress the ethnic minorities. Later, they actively publicized the European ethnic idea.
At the same time, when we consider what they say, we fi nd that the Soviet ethnic idea is refl ected in their way of thinking. Iskhakov's idea is, in principle, based on a fi xed understanding of ethnicity. This tendency resembles the Soviet understanding. On the other hand, Tishkov often refers to the 1926 census as the ideal one. Moreover his emphasis on the "Russian nation" brings to mind the idea of a "Soviet people [sovetskii narod]". When we pay attention to the reactions from ordinary people, we also fi nd the Soviet ethnic policy being refl ected. When they are asked about their ethnic affi liation, most of them refer to the name of an ethnic group that was written in the internal passports during the Soviet era.
In Russia today, the understanding of the nations is contradictory. Most intellectuals have attempted to overcome the Soviet idea of nations and introduce European thinking. However, on the other hand, we see a continuation of Soviet ideas on the basis of their arguments. Usmanov 2011, 174-176; Uyama 2002 . 23 Khairullin 1987; Frank 1998, 199. Zakiev 2008; Iskhakov 2010, 10 . 48 Tishkov "Tatarskaia problema". 49 Tishkov 2010, 121-122 . 50 Martin 2000, 165-168 . 51 Belousova 2003. 
